Chapter 1 Test Item File 

Aronson/Wilson/Fehr/Akert, Social Psychology, 5Ce 

1) The task of the psychologist is to

A) explore the unconscious.

B) understand and predict behaviour.

C) explain physiological functioning.

D) understand the impact of economic factors.

E) predict future events.

Answer: B
Type: MC

Page Ref: 3
  Skill: Factual

2) Social psychology is defined as the scientific study of the way people's ________ are influenced by the ________ presence of other people.

A) thoughts and feelings; real or imagined

B) thoughts, feelings, and behaviour; real or imagined

C) behaviours; real

D) behaviours; imagined

E) thoughts and behaviour; imagined

Answer: B
Type: MC

Page Ref: 5
  Skill: Factual

3) Which of the following is an example of social influence?

A) You didn't do well on the test because you stayed up all night cramming.

B) You feel guilty because you persuaded your professor to raise your grade on an exam.

C) You almost fell asleep at the wheel, so you pull off the road to take a short nap.

D) You decide to postpone work because you like to sleep in.

E) When you are hungry, you have trouble concentrating.

Answer: B
Type: MC

Page Ref: 5
  Skill: Conceptual

4) Which of the following is an example of a direct persuasion attempt?

A) Ramona works hard in school to make her mother proud.

B) Jason moves from Calgary to P.E.I. and picks up a Maritimes accent.

C) Garin watches a romantic comedy to make his girlfriend happy.

D) Marianne thinks of her ex-boyfriend and becomes sad.

E) A bully threatens Billy and steals his lunch money.

Answer: E
Type: MC

Page Ref: 5
  Skill: Applied

5) Not all social influence is direct or deliberate. Which of the following is the best example of more indirect or subtle social influence?

A) A political candidate delivers a speech to convince voters that she is not really liberal.

B) A parent disciplines his child by taking away her favorite toy.

C) Your friends try to persuade you to do something you don’t really want to do.

D) An advertising campaign is launched to promote a new soft drink.

E) A student is exposed to new ideas in his courses, and rethinks his original attitudes.

Answer: E
Type: MC

Page Ref: 5
  Skill: Conceptual

6) From across the room, J.T. sees his mother sigh and he approaches to give her a hug in the hopes of cheering her up. In this case, J.T.'s behaviour is an example of ________ social influence attempt.

A) an unintended

B) a direct

C) an ineffective

D) a covert

E) an indirect

Answer: B
Type: MC

Page Ref: 5
  Skill: Applied

7) What is the general topic of most interest to social psychologists?

A) interpersonal relationships

B) social influence

C) anti-social behaviours

D) personality

E) attitudes and beliefs

Answer: B
Type: MC

Page Ref: 5
  Skill: Factual

8) The word “construal” refers to

A) the way in which people perceive, comprehend, and interpret the social world.

B) information provided by other people.

C) imagined events.

D) social norms.

E) objective reality.

Answer: A
Type: MC

Page Ref: 5
  Skill: Factual

9) Jeremy is in love with Carol and views her temper as an endearing example of her “feistiness.” Her coworkers, however, interpret Carol’s temper as rude and insensitive. This example illustrates the power of love to influence our

A) construals.

B) behaviours.

C) relationships.

D) personality.

E) influence attempts.

Answer: A
Type: MC

Page Ref: 5-6
  Skill: Applied

10) Which of the following is the best example of a construal?

A) whether or not a woman decides to marry

B) results of a political poll

C) the average age of people who vote for liberal candidates.

D) the number of people in the audience of The Jerry Springer Show
E) the aggressiveness of girls versus boys

Answer: E
Type: MC

Page Ref: 5-6
  Skill: Conceptual

11) Karen returns home from her first year of university, and is very proud of her GPA. She earned a 3.0 ("B") average. She's unhappily surprised to discover that her parents are disappointed that she didn't perform better. This situation best represents the power of ________ in explaining social behaviour.

A) socialization

B) interpersonal conflict

C) family dynamics

D) achievement motivation

E) construals

Answer: E
Type: MC

Page Ref: 5-6
  Skill: Applied

12) Ted likes Diane and smiles at her every chance he gets. Diane wonders why Ted is always smirking at her sarcastically and studiously avoids him. Ted thinks he's being friendly and cannot understand Diane's standoffishness; Diane thinks Ted is a jerk and cannot figure out why he won't give up. This situation best represents the power of ________ in explaining social behaviour.

A) construals

B) biases

C) beliefs

D) social influence

E) attitudes

Answer: A
Type: MC

Page Ref: 5-6
  Skill: Applied

13) Social psychologists use the term ________ to describe the way in which people perceive, comprehend, and interpret their social worlds.

A) perspective

B) construal

C) belief

D) assumption

E) social psychology

Answer: B
Type: MC

Page Ref: 5-6
  Skill: Factual

14) Lee Ross describes the idea of “naïve realism” as

A) our conviction that we perceive things “as they really are.”

B) the scientific study of the way in which people’s thoughts, feelings, and behaviours are influenced by the real or imagined presence of other people.

C) the way in which people perceive, comprehend, and interpret the social world.

D) the aspect of people’s personalities that make them different from other people.

E) the naïve conviction that other people are usually correct in their perceptions.

Answer: A
Type: MC

Page Ref: 6
  Skill: Factual

15) Research by Lee Ross suggests that even when people recognize that others perceive information differently, they persist in thinking that others are biased while they themselves are objective. This illustrates the idea of

A) social psychology.

B) naïve realism.

C) individual differences.

D) implicit values.

E) conflicting construals.

Answer: B
Type: MC

Page Ref: 6
  Skill: Conceptual

16) One application of Ross's idea of naïve realism is to assist the negotiations between Palestinians and Israelis. How would understanding naïve realism potentially help these parties negotiate more successfully?

A) They would understand their religious differences and be able to communicate effectively.

B) Both sides would understand that their perceptions are biased, and try to be more objective.

C) The Palestinians would come to understand the historical occupation of Israel, and leave the West Bank.

D) Both sides would understand the role of culture in forming construals, and use conflict resolution skills appropriately.

E) Israelis would come to understand the historical perspective of Palestinians, and leave the West Bank.

Answer: B
Type: MC

Page Ref: 6
  Skill: Applied

17) Social psychologists differ from anthropologists and sociologists in that social psychologists

A) are concerned with people's construals of their social environments.

B) always use experiments.

C) advocate the use of common sense.

D) are reliant on the insights of philosophers.

E) are interested in how people are influenced by their social environments.

Answer: A
Type: MC

Page Ref: 5-6
  Skill: Factual

18) Social psychologists believe that the best way to predict how a person will behave is to know something about

A) the norms of the culture in which the person lives.

B) the person’s childhood.

C) the person's socioeconomic status.

D) how the person perceives and interprets the social environment.

E) the person's enduring traits and dispositions.

Answer: D
Type: MC

Page Ref: 5
  Skill: Factual

19) Jamal was confused by his sister's relationship with her boyfriend. They just didn't seem to have anything in common. “Oh well,” Jamal decided, “I guess opposites really do attract.” Jamal's explanation is an example of

A) philosophy.

B) folk wisdom.

C) social psychology.

D) rationalization.

E) sociology.

Answer: B
Type: MC

Page Ref: 7
  Skill: Applied

20) Which of the following professionals are most likely to rely on common sense?

A) social psychologists

B) sociologists

C) philosophers

D) personality psychologists

E) journalists

Answer: E
Type: MC

Page Ref: 7
  Skill: Factual

21) Journalists, politicians, and our grandmothers are most likely to rely on ________ to explain social influence.

A) public opinion polls

B) empirical data

C) religious beliefs

D) idle speculation

E) common sense

Answer: E
Type: MC

Page Ref: 7
  Skill: Factual

22) According to the authors of your text, one hazard of relying too heavily on folk wisdom is that

A) “common sense” is frequently wrong or oversimplified.

B) journalists and other communicators of “common sense” information are hopelessly biased.

C) “common sense” is useless to most social psychologists.

D) “common sense” is often indistinguishable from folk wisdom.

E) it is impossible to agree on what is “common sense.”

Answer: A
Type: MC

Page Ref: 7-8
  Skill: Factual

23) Why is a scientific approach preferable to reliance on folk wisdom and common sense?

A) Common sense approaches focus on the situation and not on personality.

B) Common sense puts too much emphasis on personality.

C) Nothing useful can be learned from journalists, philosophers, or social critics.

D) Folk wisdom and common sense are filled with contradictions.

E) Science has tested and debunked most folk wisdom.

Answer: D
Type: MC

Page Ref: 7-8
  Skill: Conceptual

24) When Prya and Mohammed returned home after a night on the town, they found their baby crying because her diaper needed to be changed. The babysitter was sitting in front of the television, ignoring the baby's crying. Mohammed and Prya decided that the babysitter was callous and uncaring, and they swore that they would never hire her again. Mohammed and Prya's interpretation of the babysitter's actions was based on

A) philosophy.

B) bias.

C) a deduction.

D) scientific methodology.

E) common sense.

Answer: E
Type: MC

Page Ref: 7-8
  Skill: Applied

25) Consider the following pieces of folk wisdom: "Out of sight, out of mind" versus "Absence makes the heart grow fonder." These statements represent which of the following shortcomings of relying on common sense? The common sense of folk wisdom is often

A) irrational.

B) context-dependent.

C) based on personal experience.

D) full of contradictory assumptions.

E) concerned with assigning blame.

Answer: D
Type: MC

Page Ref: 7-8
  Skill: Conceptual

26) What does philosophy have in common with folk wisdom? Both 

A) often contain contradictions, and it's difficult to know which explanation is right.

B) are often incorrect in their assumptions about social behaviour.

C) are often based on social norms.

D) often become outdated with rapid societal changes.

E) rely often on subjective construals.

Answer: A
Type: MC

Page Ref: 7-8
  Skill: Conceptual

27) Social psychologists are most like ________ when they test their hunches about social behaviour.

A) physicists

B) journalists

C) pollsters

D) the general public

E) philosophers

Answer: A
Type: MC

Page Ref: 8
  Skill: Conceptual

28) Social psychologists differ from journalists in that social psychologists

A) assume the worst about human nature.

B) analyze quotes from famous people.

C) are not concerned with social phenomena.

D) are not bound by a code of ethics.

E) rely on empirical arguments.

Answer: E
Type: MC

Page Ref: 8-9
  Skill: Factual

29) Why is it unwise to rely on folk wisdom in explaining human social behaviour?

A) The ideas of folk wisdom are not relevant to contemporary society.

B) Social psychologists rely too much on folk wisdom.

C) Folk wisdom is often wrong or oversimplified.

D) People who rely on folk wisdom fail to consider the social environment.

E) Folk wisdom requires careful empirical analysis.

Answer: C
Type: MC

Page Ref: 7-8
  Skill: Conceptual

30) One of the tasks of the social psychologist is to

A) ignore the notion of human consciousness.

B) make educated guesses about specific situations.

C) seek agreement with one another.

D) use folk wisdom to understand the social world.

E) integrate folk wisdom into modern psychology.

Answer: B
Type: MC

Page Ref: 8
  Skill: Conceptual

31) When social psychologists want to test their hunches about why people help others, they are most likely to

A) ask their grandmothers.

B) conduct an experiment.

C) read philosophy.

D) look at social factors.

E) interview helpers and the recipients of help.

Answer: B
Type: MC

Page Ref: 8
  Skill: Conceptual

32) A social psychologist is perplexed. Is it true that birds of a feather flock together, or do opposites attract? Confronted with these two contradictory pieces of folk wisdom, what is this social psychologist most likely to do?

A) Investigate the different situations in which each bit of common sense holds true.

B) Choose the explanation that makes more sense.

C) Ask his colleagues for their opinions.

D) Administer a questionnaire to see if some types of people fit into one category, while other types fit into the other category.

E) Choose a new topic for study.

Answer: A
Type: MC

Page Ref: 9
  Skill: Conceptual
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